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1 . THERE ARE FOAR KEY POWER ELEMENTS IN THE LEBANESE 
POLITICAL PUZZLE: SYRIA.PLO, RIGHT AND LEET. HERE IN 
BEIRUT WE ARE IN TOUCH ONLY WITH THE LATTER TWO IN ANY 
MEANINGFUL WAY. DESPITE YOUR EXCHANGES WITH ASAD, THE 
SYRIANS SEEM MOST SUSPICIOUS OF U.S. MOTIVES AND OB- 
JECTIVES. SYRIAN-CONTROLLED MILITARY AND POLITICAL EORCES 
IN LEBANON ARE OPENLY ANTAGONISTIC. THE PLO IS OUT- 
WARDLY ANTI-AMERICAN YET RECEPTIVE TO OVERTURES AS 
YOU KNOW EROM OTHER CHANNELS. WE ARE NOT REPEAT NOT, 
HOWEVER, ENGAGED IN ANY DIALOGUE WITH PLO AND HAVE 
VIRTUALLY NO REPEAT NO INPUT INTO THEIR DECISION-MAKING 
PROCESS. 

2. OUR RELATIONS WITH THE RIGHT, AND BY THIS I MEAN 

THE MARONITE QUARTET OF FRANGIE, CHAMOUN, GEMAYEL AND 
KASSIS, ARE FAIR. WE CAN TALK,BUT THE NEW ELEMENT 
OF AN IMPLIED PLO CONTROL OF A FUTURE LEBANON IS BOTH 
FRIGHTENING THEM AND LEADING THEM TO ASK QUESTIONS 
OF THEMSELVES AS TO HOW EAR USG IS BEHIND THE SYRIAN- 
PLO MOVE. 

3. THE LEFT,AND BY THIS I MEAN JUMBLATT AND HIS COTERIE 
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AND OF USG POLICY. WE ARE NOT REPEAT NOT DEALING WITH 
ALL THE LEET, ESPECIALLY THOSE ELEMENTS LIKE THE IRAQI- 
CONTROLLED ALE, WHICH ARE THE PROVACATEURS CAUSING THE 
EIRE FIGHTS. 

4. LEFT AND RIGHT, FOR DIFFERING REASONS, WOULD LIKE US TO 
BE PLAYING A GREATER ROLE WITH BOTH SYRIA AND THE PLO. 

I'VE MADE IT PLAIN THAT THE USG KEEPS IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH ASAD 
AND THAT I AM NOT REPEAT NOT EMPOWERED TO MEET ARAEAT, 

AS EUNSETH AND NESSEN SEEM COMPELED TO TELL THE AMERICAN 
PRESS EVERY DAY. 

5. WE ARE IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH OTHER ELEMENTS OE THE 
LEBANESE SOCIETY: THE NON-MARONITE CHRISTIANS; THE 
POLITICIANS, THE SUNNI AND SHIA RELIGIOUS LEADERS, THE 
BANKERS AND BUSINESSMEN,THE MILITARY AND SO ON. 

BUT THESE ARE ALL RATHER HOPELESS BY-STANDERS IN THE 
POWER PLAY. 

6. AS THE EIGHTING GOES ON AND ONE CEASEEIRE AFTER 
ANOTHER IS IGNORED, THE COUNTRY IS SLOWLY FALLING APART. 

WE ALREADY HAVE, AS I'VE SAID,DEEACTO PARTITION. AS 

EACH DAY GOES BY,THE NEWLY EORMED MARONITE INSTITUTIONS, 
COMMITTEES AND SO ON MOVE CLOSER TO THE CREATION OE A 
SEPARATE GOVERNMENT. 

7. AS I SEE IT, I SHOULD MOVE AGAIN WITH MARONITES AND 
JUMBLATT PLUS A FEW OTHERS WHO HAVE SOME WEIGHT, AND 
TRY TO REVERSE THE TENDENCY TOWARDS THINGS FALLING 
APART AGAIN. BUT I WON'T BE STRIKING AT ALL THE POWER 
CENTERS. SOMEHOW WE NEED TO GET IT ACROSS AGAIN TO 
SYRIANS THAT WE ARE NOT REPEAT NOT WORKING AT CROSS 
PURPOSES. AS EOR THE PLO, THEY'LL HAVE TO GET OUR MESSAGE 
EROM THE SYRIANS OR THE LEETISTS WITH WHOM THEY DEAL 

IN LEBANON. 

BROWN 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS, POLITICAL SITUATION, DISSIDENT FACTIONS, PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION, 
CAT-B 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BEIRUT03562 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P8501 08-2345 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760441/aaaabict.tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <18 OCT 2004 by vogelf]> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEXT MOVES IN LEBANON 
TAGS: PFOR, MPOL, US, LE, SY, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



